
Baptism of the Lord 2022 

My brothers and sisters, today’s feast marks the end of the Christmas season.  

In Sacred scripture, it marks the inauguration of Our Lord’s public ministry. Christ makes His first public appearance as 

the humble Servant of God. 

At the top of every music manuscript of the great German composer, Johann Sebastian Bach, appear the two Latin 

words, “Iesu iuval”, which means “Jesus, help.” 

Incredibly one of the world’s most celebrated masters of music did not dare to place his fingers on the organ or 

compose a single melody without first calling on his Lord for help. 

According to many scripture scholars, Luke’s account of the Lord’s baptism in the river Jordon was a mystical experience 

and a grace-filled moment. We just heard His words, “And when Jesus had been baptized and was praying, that heaven 

was opened (Lk. 3:21)” The Father makes His voice heard. It was His response to Jesus’ prayer. 

Surely it is not without significance that Jesus is at prayer before all the important events in his life. Consider: his 

transfiguration, the choice of the Apostles, the teaching of the Lord’s prayer as well as the prayer in the Garden of 

Gethsemane on the eve of his Passion. 

In prayer, Jesus was united with his Father. 

In Hasidic Jewish literature there is a parable of a hungry boy traveling with his father through a dense forest. 

Suddenly the boy spots a patch of ripe berries and begins picking and eating them. 

When the hour grows late the boy can’t bring himself to leave the patch. 

What could the father say to his son? 

“I will start out. You may stay a few minutes longer. But to make sure we don’t get separated, keep calling “father, 

father! I will answer you. 

But as soon as my voice begins to fade, come running! 

The obvious lesson of the parable is to keep united with God through prayer. 

How often do we pray? 

Do we pray before meals? 

Do we participate in the central prayer of the Church by attending mass? 

Are we embarrassed to pray in a public setting out of fear of making others uncomfortable? 

In anticipation of a life changing decision, do we bring the matter before God first? 

The late Bishop Fulton Sheen once spoke in admiration of a Swiss Psychiatrist, Dr. Paul Tournier.  Dr. Paul was a member 

of the Reformed or Presbyterian Church; a writer of exceptional talent who had for years a successful medical practice, 

and Tournier was a devout Christian. In many of his sessions with his patients, he would invite them to pray with him. 

Sometimes he would fall to his knees and beg the Lord’s assistance. He recognized his limitations as a physician. Turning 

to the Lord in prayer was necessary, in particular with the most difficult of cases. 

Whenever we pray heaven is indeed opened. God truly hears us. And what is the content of our prayer? 

Only God knows. 


